
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

  

YEAR A 25th January, 2026 

       The Third  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
He has hidden in his word all treasures, so that each 
of us may find a richness in what he or she 
contemplates  
With this Letter, I wish to respond to the many 
requests I have received from the people of God that 
the entire Church celebrate, in unity of purpose, a 
Sunday of the Word of God. It is now common for the 
Christian community to set aside moments to reflect 
on the great importance of the word of God for 
everyday living. The various local Churches have 
undertaken a wealth of initiatives to make the sacred 
Scripture more accessible to believers, to increase 
their gratitude for so great a gift, and to help them to 
strive daily to embody and bear witness to its 
teachings. 
May the Sunday of the Word of God help his people 
to grow in religious and intimate familiarity with the 
sacred Scriptures. For as the sacred author taught of 
old: “This word is very near to you: it is in your mouth 
and in your heart for your observance”  
                       (Dt 30:14).  Pope Francis “Aperuit Illis” 
   

                         Word of God Sunday 
 
The relationship between the Risen Lord, the 
community of believers and sacred Scripture is essential 
to our identity as Christians. Without the Lord who 
opens our minds to them, it is impossible to understand 
the Scriptures in depth. Yet the contrary is equally true: 
without the Scriptures, the events of the mission of 
Jesus and of his Church in this world would remain 
incomprehensible. Hence, Saint Jerome could rightly 
claim: “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of 
Christ”  
At the conclusion of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, 
I proposed setting aside a Sunday given over entirely to 
the word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhaustible 
riches contained in that constant dialogue between the 
Lord and his people. Devoting a specific Sunday of the 
liturgical year to the word of God can enable the Church 
to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for us 
the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its 
unfathomable riches before the world. Here, we are 
reminded of the teaching of Saint Ephrem: “Who is able 
to understand, Lord, all the richness of even one of your 
words? There is more that eludes us than what we can 
understand. We are like the thirsty drinking from a 
fountain. Your word has as many aspects as the 
perspectives of those who study it. The Lord has 
coloured his word with diverse beauties, so that those 
who study it can contemplate what stirs them.  



Priest on Duty 25th January, 2026 
Contact  Fr. Tom Ryan -  Tel. 065 6869098 

Remembered in Masses this week 
 

         CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
 

24th Jan:   Phil Cahill, Hazelgrove. 1st Anniv. 
                   Michael Callaghan, Curraderra. MM. 
                   Mary McNamara, Inisogan, Roslevan. 1st Anniv. 
         & Deceased Blake Family, Ennis. 
                   John O’Callaghan, Roslevan. 
         Róisín O’Connor, Spancilhill.  
31st Jan:    Michael Collins, Roslevan. MM. 
                   PJ O’Driscoll, The Lane, Cappahard, 1st Anniv. 
                    Ger Hoey, Newpark. 
                    Patrick McNamara, Moyriesk. 
                   Jarlath Staunton, Roslevan.  
                   Pat Moloney & Moloney Family, Gaurus.  
 
 

         ST. BRECAN’S CHURCH  

25th Jan:    Mary & Denis Conlan, Drim. 
1st Feb:      Con Keane, West Cork.  
                   Tom Hallinan, Ballyglass. 
                   Judy Fawl, Knockanean. 
                   
          CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE 
               CONCEPTION, BAREFIELD  

25th Jan:      Pat Harvey, Ballycarroll. MM. 
                      Michael Duggan, Ballymacuiggin. 
                      Margaret (Peggy) O’Halloran, Ballyalla. 
                     Joe O’Halloran, Toureen, Spancilhill.  
                     Tony Cassidy, Girroga Heights.   
           Rosaline Eustace, Phibsborough, Dublin.  
1st Feb:        Mary McInerney, Sr. & her daughter 
                     Mary McInerney, Jr.,  Ballymacahill. 
                     Patrick & Maura Doolaghty, Barefield. 
                     Johnny Cunningham, Nutfield.   
       
9.30am  Mass each Tuesday in Barefield Church. 
Novena Mass in Church of Our Lady  each Monday. 
—————————————————————————————
  Finance Development Fund 
   18th January, 2026 

Barefield: €255;           Doora: €93 
Church of Our Lady: €283;        Development: €1,439 

Míle buiochas 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-REST IN PEACE 

Remember in your prayers 
 

Phyllis Flanagan (nee Slattery), 
London & Moyriesk, 

Sister of Pat Slattery, Moyriesk. 
 

Anne (Nancy) O’Loughlin, 
Kilnamona, Sister of Gertie Mockler, Roslevan  

& Paul Kerins, Ballyduff.  
 

John Lynch,  
St. Michael’s Villas, Ennis 

Brother of Frank Lynch,  Finanagh. 

Ministers of Eucharist  
 & Readers 

 
 

This week: 
COur Lady:        JO’Connor/MMcGuire                Bridget Hoey 
Doora:                   Martha Neylon                   Anne Marie Custy 
Barefield:          MClohessy/CDeloughery    Sineád Rosengrave 
 

Next week: 
COurLady:             JO’Connor/MMcGuire            Deirdre Rafferty 
Doora:                    Bernard Hallinan                      Nuala Conlon 
Barefield:               MWhyte/JDevitt                     Nuala Kennedy 
 ———————————————————————————–———-   

Church of Our Lady  Basket Collector   
24th  Jan: Michael Williams/Paul Mockler 

31st Jan: JOConnor/JReynolds 
 

 —————————————————————————————————————————–—-—— 
  Doora Sacristan Rota 
.25th Jan:  Cora Burke 
1st Feb: Mary Hallinan 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

      
- 
   
 
 
 
 
 

                             Calling all Readers of the Word  
The Abbey Pastoral Area is organising a short refresher course 
for all who serve as  Readers of the Word in any of the churches 
in our Pastoral Area.  
The course will be offered on two nights each so as to give all 
involved an opportunity to attend ONE of the dates that suits 
them best. 
 

The venue will be St. Joseph’s Church on the following dates at 
7.30pm: 
Readers of the Word: Tues 27th January or Tues 3rd February;  

 

The meetings are also open to those interested in becoming a 
Reader. We take this opportunity to thank all those who serve in 
these ministries for your dedication and commitment.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                        Barefield Church Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration takes place each Tuesday at Barefield 
Church from 10am to  7pm.  New members are very welcome. 
Several slots during the period are vacant and we urge you to 
take one hour out of your day to take part in our Eucharistic 
Adoration….an hour of peace, prayer, rest  and tranquility…...a 
break from our busy lives to reflect and be still.  
If interested please contact the Parish Office during office hours.   
Tel. 065 6822225. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The next meet up of the Clare adults with Type 1 Diabetes meet-
up, will take place Wednesday 28th January, at 7:30pm- 9:30pm in 
the Old Ground Hotel, Ennis.  The meetings are free to attend and 
open to any adult who would like to learn more about Type 1 
Diabetes; including people living with Type 1, parents of children 
with Type 1 or family members.  Newcomers are always welcome, 
so do please come along if this will support you. For more 
information, please email Grainne diabetesinclare@gmail.com 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A CREED TO LIVE BY 
Take time to make joy a part of every day  

 
 
 
 
 

Don't undermine your worth 
By comparing yourself with others. 

It is because we are different  that each of us is special. 
Don't set goals by what other people deem important. 

Only you know what is best for you. 
Don't take for granted the things and people 

Closest to your heart. 
Cling to them as you would your life 
For without them life is meaningless. 

Don't let your life slip through your fingers 
By living your life one day at a time, 

You live all the days of your life. 
Don't give up when you still have something to give. 

Nothing is really over 
Until the moment you stop trying. 

Don't be afraid to admit you are less than perfect. 
It is this fragile thread 

That binds us to each other. 
Don't be afraid to encounter risks. 

It is by taking chances that we learn how to be brave. 
Don't shut love out of your life 

By saying its impossible to find. 
The quickest way to receive love is to give love. 

The fastest way to lose love 
Is to hold it too tight, 

And the best way to keep love, Is to give it wings. 
Don't dismiss your dreams. 

To be without dreams is to be without hope, 
To be without hope is to be without purpose. 

Don't run through life so fast 
That you forget not only where you have been, 

But also where you are going. 
Life is not a race 

But a journey to be savoured  each step of the way.... 
                                                                    Nancy Sims 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

St Flannan's College Night Classes and Saturday 
Workshops for Adults will resume on Wednesday February 4.  
Classes include: Felting, Beekeeping, Cross-stitching, Heart-
Saver First Aid, Spanish, Mindfulness, Stained Glass, French 
Cooking, Memoir Writing, Copper Jewellery, Wax Painting, 
Millinery, Mixed-Media Art, Sign Language, Pasta-
Making,  Cuban Salsa and Chainmail Jewellery. Text/phone 083 
1090039 for further details and bookings 
-.-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                          Doora Barefield GAA Lotto 

Next weeks Jackpot: €10,800. 
 

Venue: Clubhouse.    
Liam Hickey, Ennis,  

Ronan Lambe, Tullamore,  
Tommy Keating,  

Darragh O’Driscoll, Doora 
 

Thanks for your support. 

               ‘God Is Love” Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 
Come and experience the joy of God’s love!  Join us every 
Monday St. Brecans Church Doora sacristy at 8:15pm for an 
uplifting time of Scripture, prayer, and fellowship. 
All are warmly welcome—bring a friend and be refreshed in faith! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                             Thanks for our generosity 
Mile buiochas to all who contributed to our  collection  for the 
Clare Crusaders Clinic which was held at Nativity Play and Carol    
Service at Barefield Church in December.  The sum of €298 was 
contributed. Thank you one and all.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Poor Clares Galway Half-Day Retreat for women 18-35 with 
Beth Davis of Blessed is She Ministries. This is an opportunity to 
encounter God's love and deepen your life of prayer and 
communion with God. The event will take place from 2pm to 6pm 
on Sunday the 1st of February. For more information and to 
register: https://cherisheddaughters.eventbrite.ie  
—————————————————————————
Divine Mercy Conference RDS Dublin 28th February next.Day 
Return from Clarecastle to Dublin by bus on Saturday 28th 
February. Exact times and locations closer to the date.  Speakers 
include Fr. Jim Blount & Fr. Leon Pereira.  A great day of spiritual 
inspiration and refreshment. €70 to include bus and entry ticket. 
Contact only via Whatsapp Karen  0874160385;   
 Seamus 087 2752578 for enquiries & bookings. A deposit of €40 
to secure place via Revolut,  
PayPal or post marked Divine Mercy Conference. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A special treat for music lovers ‘A Night for CIllian’: Danlann 
An Chlair, Ennis, Saturday February 7th at 8pm will showcase 
the finest musicians and singers in Co. Clare in a gala 
performance.    Performers (to name but a few) include members 
of the Kilferonia Ceílí Band, Fiona Ryan, the wonderful Cantare, 
Soprano Helen Ball, Quin n Tonics, Vincent Di Placido and many 
more.   All proceeds will go to Cillian O’Brien Fund.    
Tickets available at  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-night-for-cillian-tickets-
1979723311718  Early booking is advised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend Catholic Marriage Encounter 
on 20th—22nd March next at “St Marys” Knock, Co. Mayo 
www.marriageencounter.ie  

FRIENDLY FOX FOREST SCHOOL FREE OPEN DAY  
For children and their parents 0-10 years old Sunday 25th Jan 10am-
12pm @ Lees Road Park, Ennis 
Whether you’re new to Forest School or a familiar face, everyone is 
welcome. The session offers a chance for families to spend time 
together in nature, connect with one another, and build a deeper 
relationship with the forest. 
This event is free of charge, though donations are welcomed. Spaces 
are limited to keep the group small and comfortable, so booking is 
essential. 
FREE DREOILÍN TASTER SESSION SUNDAY  
Sunday 25th January 1pm – 3pm @ Lees Road Park, Ennis. 
Curious about Forest School for Adults? Come to this FREE taster to 
see what it’s all about! 
Spending time in nature has so many proven benefits for wellbeing, 
focus, and mood, and forest school sessions are a lovely way to 
experience that together! 
This session is free of charge but you can  
choose to donate a few euro during check out.   
Spaces are limited and booking is essential. 



Today’s Scripture Readings 

The Lord is my light and my help;  
whom shall I fear?  
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;  
before whom shall I shrink?                R  

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
 for this I long,  
to live in the house of the Lord,  
all the days of my life,  
to savour the sweetness of the Lord,  
to behold his temple.                           R  

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 
in the land of the living.  
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
Hope in the Lord!                                 R  

A reading from the first letter of St. 
Paul to the Corinthians.  
                                      1 Cor 1:10-13.17   
I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the 
differences between you, and instead of 
disagreeing among yourselves, to be 
united again in your belief and practice. 
From what Chloe's people have been 
telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear 
that there are serious differences among 
you.  
What I mean, are all these slogans that 
you have, like: 'I am for Paul', 'I am for 
Apollos', 'I am for Cephas', 'I am for 
Christ'. Has Christ been parcelled out? 
Was it Paul that was crucified for you? 
Were you baptised in the name of Paul?  
For Christ did not send me to baptise, but 
to preach the Good News, and not to 
preach that in the terms of philosophy in 
which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be 
expressed. 
                   The word of the Lord  

Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Jesus proclaimed the Good News 
 of the kingdom,  
And cured all kinds of sickness  
among the people.  
Alleluia!  
 
A reading from the holy Gospel          
according to Matthew.         Mt 4:12-23  
Hearing that John had been arrested 
Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving 
Nazareth he went and settled in 
Capernaum, a lakeside town on the 
borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this 
way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be 
fulfilled:  
      Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali!                
      Way of the sea on the far side of  
     Jordan, Galilee of the nations!  
     The people that lived in darkness  
     has seen a great light;  

on those who dwell in the land and shadow 
of death a light has dawned.  
From that moment Jesus began his 
preaching with the message, 'Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' 
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee        
he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were 
making a cast in the lake with their net, for 
they were fishermen. And he said to them, 
'Follow me and I will make you        fishers 
of men.' And they left their nets at once and 
followed him 
 
Going on from there he saw another pair of 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John; they were in their boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. At once, leaving the 
boat and their father, they followed him.  
He went round the whole of Galilee teaching 
in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good 
News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of 
diseases and sickness among the people.  
                  The Gospel of the Lord  
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father 
before all ages. God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day In 
accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. I believe 
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins and I look forward to the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  
 
Communion Antiphon  
Look towards the Lord and be radiant; 
 let your faces not be abashed. 
 

Entrance Antiphon  
O sing a new song to the Lord;  
sing to the Lord, all the earth.  
In his presence our majesty and             
splendor, strength and honour  
in his holy place.  
 
                 PENITENTIAL RITE  
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord  
C. For we have sinned against you.  
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.  
C. And grant us your salvation.  
P. May almighty God have mercy on us,  
      forgive us our sins, and bring us 
      to everlasting life.  
C. Amen.  

                         GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
to people of good will. We praise you, we bless 
you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you 
thanks for your great         glory, Lord God, 
heavenly King,  
God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  
 
                                                Is 8:23 - 9:3  
In days past the Lord humbled the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in days to 
come he will confer glory on the Way of the Sea 
on the far side of Jordan, province of the nations.  
The people that walked in darkness has seen a 
great light; on those who live in a land of deep 
shadow a light has shone.  
You have made their gladness greater,  you have 
made their joy increase,  they rejoice in your 
presence,  as men rejoice at harvest time, 
as men are happy when  they are dividing the 
spoils.  
For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar 
across his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, 
these you break as on the day of Midian.  
 
                  The word of the Lord  

Responsorial Psalm  
Response:  
The Lord is my light and my help  


