
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

  

YEAR A 1st March  2026 

              SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

The season of Lent is a time to journey with Jesus up to 
Jerusalem. In our life`s journey God gives all of us moments 
of transfiguration-when we see our life in proper perspective 
and are offered the chance to make a deeper commitment. 
Lent is a special time when we need to listen to god who 
whispers in our own hearts: “You are my beloved son/ 
daughter”. It is the assurance that we are intensely loved 
and that we enjoy God`s favour. We must borrow today`s 
beautiful Psalm in our response to god: “The word of the 
Lord is faithful.” “The Lord fills the earth with His love.” “May 
Your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in 
You”. 
 
How desperately our troubled world needs to hear these 
words, needs to be reminded of the abiding love of God! 
The world is going through a time of darkness. We have 
seen multiple wars, conflicts, and growing economic 
hardship for more and more of the world`s poor. But in our 
darkness shines a great light of Jesus. Upon our disfigured 
world and disfigured lives shines His transfigured light. As 
St. John in his Gospel Prologue writes, this is a light that 
darkness cannot overpower. 
 

There is a unique Redemptorist, Father Cyril Axelrod, 
unique because he is both deaf and blind. One day he said, 
maybe I am just blinded by the brightness of God`s light. He 
means this metaphorically of course. Fr. Cyril, who was also 
born and raised Jewish, often compares himself to Saint 
Paul who was blinded by the light on the road to Damascus 
before his conversion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cyril speaks of “my darkness in God`s light”. Notice he 
does not say God`s light in my darkness? He says my 
darkness in god`s light. Even in his darkness and 
blindness he is aware of the light of God. 
 

Our Lenten journey is brightened today by the light 
shining through the Transfigured Jesus. It was not a light 
that reflected off Him. It was a light that came from within 
Him, that shone through Him.  It was a light that shone 
when He was praying. How did God answer His prayer? 
“You are my son, my chosen one”. As Jesus often turned 
to His Father in prayer, so should we, begging the Father 
to let the light of His son shine on our dark world. “Father, 
let that light shine on the darkness of war and the causes 
of war. Let that light shine on the darkness of poverty and 
the causes of poverty. Let that light shine on our sins and 
the causes of our sins. Let the light of your Son shine 
through us”. 

 

                   The Transfiguration of Jesus 



Priest on Duty 1st March, 2026 
Contact  Fr. Tom Fitzpatrick  -  Tel. 065 6869098 

Remembered in Masses this week 
 

         CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
28th Feb:      No intention booked.  
7th Mar:        No intention booked. 
 
 

         ST. BRECAN’S CHURCH  
1st Mar:       Patrick Meere, Wellpark, Quin  
                     & his Mother Margaret  Cullinan, Creggaun.  
8th Mar:       Anselm Brooks & Brooks Family, Creggaun. 
                    Margaret (Peggy) Conroy, Noughaval.  
 
          CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE 
               CONCEPTION, BAREFIELD  
1st Mar:       No intention booked.  
6th Mar:       Jimmy King, UK & Crusheen. MM. 
8th Mar:       Oonagh Hogan, Faunrusk.  
                     Anne, Flan & Bernadette Lyons, Larchill. 

       
9.30am  Mass each Tuesday in Barefield Church. 
Novena Mass in Church of Our Lady  each Monday. 
—————————————————————————————
  Finance Development Fund 
        22nd  February,  2026 

Barefield: €149                         
Doora: €108 

Church of Our Lady: €185 
                   Development: €1,053 

Míle buiochas 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                
 
 
 
First Friday Mass at Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Barefield on Friday 6th March  at  7.30pm. 
If you or someone you know would like a First Friday  call 
please contact   Fr. Tom or the Parish Office with details.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                   REST IN PEACE 
Remember in your prayers 

 

Kathleen Reilly,  
Glasnevin, Dublin, 

Sister of Rita Perrill,  Ballymacahill; 
 

Mary Kennedy,  
Francis St., Ennis, 

Mother of James Kennedy, Finanagh, Doora.  
 

 Leo Brunk,   
New Hampshire, USA,  

Father of Tara Donnellan, Barefield   
 
 

Suaimhneas síoraí dóibh 
 
 
 

Ministers of Eucharist  
 & Readers 

 
 

This week: 
COur Lady:         NBecker/HHerlihy                     Claire Cremin 
Doora:                   Seán Conlon        Declan Bell 
Barefield:               CDeloughery/MClohessy     Maeve O’Donnell 
 

Next week: 
COur Lady:            BBurke/SGarvey                       Claire Cremin  
Doora:                   Maria Considine                     Seamus Enright 
Barefield:               CLeamyMRowland               Margaret Carden 
 ———————————————————————————–———-   

Church of Our Lady  Basket Collector   
28th Feb:& 7th Mar:  :DLenihan/THeath 

 —————————————————————————————————————————–—-—— 

  Doora Sacristan Rota 
1st Mar: Margaret Liddy 
8th Mar: Mary Enright 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                     Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bishop Fintan will lead both our Diocesan summer and autumn 
pilgrimages this year. Wednesday 24th to Monday 29th June 
cost €990 pps and Monday 28th September to Saturday 3rd 
October cost €960 pps. 
Book directly with joewalshtours.ie or tel 01 2410800 
A limited number of assisted pilgrims will be accommodated in 
Accueil Norte Dame in the grounds of the sanctuary. For more 
information on this section only please contact Mary Freeman at 
marybfreeman@gmail.com or tel 087 9777896 
Sponsor a Sick Person Each year some people sponsor a sick 
or assisted pilgrim to make their wish of travelling to Lourdes 
become a reality. The cost €890 per pilgrim. To sponsor or part 
sponsor a pilgrim, please contact Fr. Tom Ryan, Pilgrimage 
Director (087) 2349816  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                 Adult Faith Formation 
 
 
 
 
 
The Adult Faith Formation Team of the Killaloe Diocese invites 
you to a Lenten series of Faith Exploration, Reflection and 
Renewal.   
The gatherings will follow the Baptised and Sent Programme 
developed from the Irish Synodal Pathway.   
 
Venue: Clarecastle Daycare Centre (V95NY67) on Monday 
nights  2nd March and 9th March  from 8pm-9 pm.    
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

          

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
 
                                Doora Barefield GAA Lotto 

Next weeks Jackpot: €11,800. 
Venue: Clubhouse.    

Winners of €50 
Robert Hurley,  
David Frawley,  

Aine Nagle 
Michael Whelan  

 
Thanks for your support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stations of the Cross at St. Brecan’s Church, Doora at 7pm  each 
Friday during Lent  
'Come back to me with all your heart' Joel 2:12    All Welcome 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 ‘God Is Love” Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 
Come and experience the joy of God’s love!  Join us every 
Monday St. Brecan’s Church, Doora sacristy at 8:15pm for an 
uplifting time of Scripture, prayer, and fellowship. 

All are warmly welcome—bring a friend and be refreshed in faith! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
           

 

       Doora Barefield Parent, Baby & Toddler Group 
Volunteers Needed.  Our Parent, Baby & Toddler Group has 
been operating every Tuesday morning (during school term) in 
Fahy Hall for the past ten years.  This facility is highly valued and 
much appreciated by the parents and children who attend and is 
run entirely on a voluntary basis. 

We are now looing for two volunteers to help with its operation. If 
you have a few hours to give on a Tuesday Morning, please 
contact Cora in the Parish Office  Tel. 065 6822225 - Mon - Wed. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                          
  

 

 

The Annual Trócaire Lenten Campaign began on Ash 
Wednesday. Trócaire working for a just world. Trócaire boxes are 
now available in all churches and envelope in your parish 
donation box.  

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Lenten Prayer for Strength and Guidance 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord God Almighty, shaper and ruler of all creatures,  
we pray for your great mercy,  

that you guide us towards you, for we cannot find our way. 
 

And guide us to your will, to the need of our soul,  
for we cannot do it ourselves.  

And make our mind steadfast in your will  
and aware of our soul’s need. 

 

Strengthen us against the temptations of the devil,  
and remove from us all lust and every unrighteousness,  

and shield us against our foes, seen and unseen. 
 

     Teach us to do your will, that we may inwardly love you  
                     before all things with a pure mind.  
              For you are our maker and our redeemer,  
               our help, our comfort, our trust, our hope;  
              praise and glory be to you now and forever. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Annual Matt Talbot Novena will continue on Wednesday, 
March 4th, at 7:00 PM in Tulla Church with Mass and 
Benediction. Fr. Joe Mc Grath from Longford will be the 
celebrant on the night. Fr Joe McGrath is a priest based in 
County Longford, who is associated with Youth Outreach and 
wellbeing initiatives in the diocese.  His work centres on pastoral 
care, youth engagement, and responding to the growing mental 
health challenges facing young people today.  
We also welcome students from St Mochulla's Primary School 
and St Joseph’s Secondary School who will participate 
throughout the evening. Attending this Novena could be a 
meaningful Lenten commitment. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                        Catholic Mothers Ireland Retreat Day 
 Join us for a day of Spiritual Restoration, St Saviour's Parish 
Hall, Limerick on SATRUDAY 14TH MARCH 2026. This all day 
Retreat will run from 10am – 6pm. Email 
info@catholicmothers.ie for more information or book your place 
at www.catholicmothers.ie/retreats. 
 

Cora’s Fundraising Coffee Morning at Fahy Hall 
 for John Conroy’s Uganda Project  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Parish Secretary Cora is going to Uganda this July to 
volunteer with John Conroy’s Hospice Jinja Project.  
Cora is paying all her own expenses and any funds raised will go 
directly to John’s Hospice Jinja Account.  
 

A  Fundraising Coffee Morning has been arranged by the 
very kind ladies of Roslevan on Monday 9th March at Fahy 
Hall from 10.15am to 11.30am. Your generosity is much 
appreciated for this very worthy charity. All welcome.  



Today’s Scripture Readings 

A reading from the second letter 
of St. Paul to Timothy. 
                                    2 Tm 1:8-10 
With me, bear the hardships for the 
sake of the Good News, relying on 
the power of God who has saved us 
and called us to be holy - not 
because of anything we ourselves 
have done but for his own purpose 
and by his own grace. This grace 
had already been granted to us, in 
Christ Jesus, before the beginning of 
time, but it has only been revealed 
by the Appearing of our saviour 
Christ Jesus. He abolished death, 
and he has proclaimed life and 
immortality through the Good News. 
 
          The word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
From the bright cloud the Father’s 
voice was heard: 
“This is my Son, the Beloved. 
Listen to Him! ” 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. 
                                        Mt 17:1-9 
Jesus took with him Peter and 
James and his brother John and led 
them up a high mountain where they 
could be alone. There in their 
presence he was transfigured; his 
face shone like the sun and his 
clothes became as white as the light.            
Suddenly Moses and Elijah               
appeared to them; they were talking 
with him. Then Peter spoke to 
Jesus. 'Lord,' he said 'it is wonderful 
for us to be here; if you wish, I will 
make three tents here, one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.' He 
was still speaking when suddenly a 
bright cloud covered them with 
shadow, and from the cloud there 
came a voice which said, 'This is my 
Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my      
favour. Listen to him.' When they 
heard this, the disciples fell on their 
faces, overcome with fear. But Jesus 
came up and touched them. 'Stand  

up,' he said 'do not be afraid.' And 
when they raised their eyes they saw 
no one but only Jesus. 
As they came down from the mountain 
Jesus gave them this order, 'Tell no one 
about the vision until the Son of Man 
has risen from the dead.' 
 
 

                The Gospel of the Lord 
 
               PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, and by the 
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man.  
For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and 
rose again on the third day In accordance 
with the Scriptures.  
He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic  Church.  
I confess one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
 
Communion Antiphon 
This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to him 

Entrance Antiphon 
Of you my heart has spoken: 
Seek his face. 
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 
hide not your face from me. 
 
            PENITENTIAL RITE 
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord 
C. For we have sinned against you. 
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
C. And grant us your salvation. 
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, 
forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
A reading from the book of Genesis. 
                                               Gn 12.1-4 
 
The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your 
country, your family and your father’s 
house, for the land I will show you. I will 
make you a great nation; I will bless you 
and make your name so famous that it 
will be used as a blessing.’ 

‘I will bless those who bless you: 
I will curse those who slight you. 
All the tribes of the earth 
shall bless themselves by you.’ 

So Abram went as the Lord told him. 
 
                   The word of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
R: May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
As we place all our hope in you. 
 
The word of the Lord is faithful 
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love.          R. 
 
The Lord looks on those 
who revere him, 
On those who hope in his love, 
To rescue their souls from death, 
To keep them alive in famine.           R. 
 
Our soul is waiting for the Lord 
The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
As we place all our hope in you.           R. 


